
 

 
 

Take It Home! 
 

Name Brand 

The Second Commandment 
You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do 
not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but 
call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

 

Naming in the Bible is a powerful thing. Names mean something. Names give definition to the person named. God 

(Genesis 17: 5) redefines Abram (great father) with a name adjustment Abraham (father of many nations).  God 

(Exodus 3:13-15) entrusts Moses with his name, I AM, to empower him for his mission. However, just as the first 

commandment warns about making a list of gods, the second commandment warns about the delusion that we can 

manipulate God through the power of naming. 

Martin Luther said this commandment trains our tongue toward God. Instead of rebelling against God, claiming our own 

authority over him by tossing his name around, putting our own smaller definition on him, we recognize his true power 

and authority. As his redeemed people we give testimony to who God is with our word and deeds. His is the name we 

honor. His is the name we turn to in prayer, our First Responder. His is the name we point to in praise. His is the name 

cited with thanks for all goodness. 

 

Daily Reading 
Quiet your mind with some silence and then meditate on one of these texts per day with the freedom to bounce back 
to a text later in the week as you feel inclined.  

Exodus 3:13-15 

Matthew 7:21 

James 3:8-10, Ephesians 5:4 

Isaiah 12:4 

1 Timothy 2:1 

Daily Thought Directions 

Let your thoughts follow the direction of one of the thought guides. Jot down your thoughts day to day so you can see 

the journey God is guiding. Make note of needs for praise, thanks, confession and calls for help – then have that prayer 

conversation. 

• What does it mean to you to be on a name-based relationship with God? 

• What’s dangerous about misusing God’s name; without sincerity, for personal influence, or to misrepresent 

him?  

• Give current examples of using God’s name respectfully; to call upon God, pray, praise, give thanks. 

• What new routine(s) would form healthier habits in your use of God’s name? 

• How can you train your children’s tongue toward God? 

• What might people understand about God when they see you use his name when you praise him, when you pray 

for them, when you give him thanks? 

Prayer Points: Points to talk to God about… thanks, praise, confess, ask for help. 

  

 


